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B & B Dairy Farm  
ÅThird generation family dairy farm  

ïEntered dairy partnership with father and  

 shipped 1st milk on May 20, 1961 

Å1st double-4 herringbone parlor in Walthall County 

ÅHigh-line pipeline; 4 swing-across milking units 

ÅSame barn we milk in today (remodeled in 1980)  

ÅMilk 50 cows per hour 

ÅBegan with Jerseyséthen crossbred with 
Holstein & developed full Holstein herd 

ïClosed herd of Holsteins since 1973 
ïRecently began Holstein X Jersey crossbreeding heifers 

 



B & B Dairy Farm  
ÅCurrently 80 cows on DHIA test 

ï~19,000 lbs. Rolling Herd Average 

ïYearly SCC avg. ~300,000 

ÅHave always been pasture/hay based 
Å180 acres in pasture/hay production 

ïPrimary focus on production of high quality forages  

ÅStrong emphasis on healthy cattle 

ÅStrong emphasis on perpetuation of the 
family farm & fair treatment of employees  







Primary Key to Success  



Wise use and  
protection of  

natural  
resources  

Keys to Success  

Dedicated family &  
employees  

High quality  
pasture & hay  

Sound  
breeding  
program  

Sound  
heifer  

development  
program  

Sound  
nutrition  
program  

Sound  
herd health  

program  

Excellent  
milking  

procedures  

Sound  
dry cow  

mgt. program  

Sound  
management  



Dedicated Family & Employees  



Genetics:   Change of Directioné 



Genetics:   Change of Directioné 
Cow herd:  
 100% AI  

Heifers:  
 100% natural service  



Heifer Development  



Sound Nutrition  

-High quality pasture grazing  
-High quality hay  
-Concentrate fed in parlor  
 



Sound Herd Health  



Milking Procedures  



Sound Dry Cow Management  



High Quality  
-Soil fertility 
-Variety selection 
-Planting date(s) 
-Grazing management 
-Harvest maturity 
-Hay storage & feeding 

Forage -based Milk Production  



Soil Fertility  



Variety Selection  
ÅWarm Season Annuals 

ïCrabgrass (naturally seeding following ryegrass) 

ÅWarm Season Perennials 

ïBahiagrass 

ïBemudagrass (Common) 

ïDallisgrass (small amounts remain in our pastures) 

ÅCool Season Annuals 

ïRyegrass 

ƀ Gulf  ƀ Prime  ƀ Jackson 

ïOats 

ÅClovers 



Cool Season Forages   

Conventional  
Tillage  

 

No-Till  
 

~40%  
 

~60%  



Cool Season Forages  

ÅIdeal planting date range:  

ïSeptember 20 ï November 1 

ÅPlant 120 acres of ryegrass (30 ï 40 lb. seed/ac.) 

ï~40% conventional tillage ( light disking ) 

Å~25 acres ryegrass only 

Å~25 acres ryegrass PLUS 2 bushels of oats/ac. 

ï~60% no -till 

Å~70 acres 

 



Grazing Management  



Grass Maturity at Harvest  







Storage to Avoid Losses  



Feeding to Avoid Losses  



Challengesé 



Challengesé 

Rare Snow  

Frequent Drought  

Occasional Excess Moisture  



Walthall County Climate  

Temp  
( OF) 

Jan  Feb Mar  Apr  May  Jne  Jly  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov  Dec 

High  60 64 71 77 83 89 91 91 88 80 70 62 

Low  39 42 48 54 62 68 71 70 66 55 47 41 

Rain  
(inches)  

6.76 5.44 6.24 5.67 5.71 4.99 5.93 4.76 4.05 3.86 4.85 5.48 

Source: The Weather Channel ï www.weather.com  

 

Average Annual Rainfall = 63.74 inches  
 

Ryegrass  
Harvest  

Ryegrass  
Planting  



Pasture/Hay Mgt. Challenges  

ÅWeather 

ïAt planting 

Åinadequate ï or ï excessive soil moisture (delayed planting)  

ïAt hay harvest 

Åcloudy / rainy days hinder curing  

ïlower hay quality 

ïpotential for high moisture hay  

» reduces quality & presents spontaneous combustion risk 

ÅInsects 

ïFall Armyworms (delayed planting or loss of seedlings)  

ÅDisease 

ïBlast 

 




