B & B Dairy Farm

Walthall County Mississippi

wgfﬁgfﬁgfﬁg‘.&a‘u&ui

R LA A Y
'3 50 Years

,, of Success

- in Utilizing

4

. Pasture to

Y

Produce Milk

s s P P s Pt P P Pt s

A . L . NSonn:
Southern Dairy Conference
Atlanta, Georgia
January 25, 2011

f

"‘




B & B Dairy Farm

A Third generation family dairy farm

I Entered dairy partnership with father and

shipped 1st milk on May 20, 1961
Alst double-4 herringbone parlor in Walthall County
AHigh-line pipeline; 4 swing-across milking units
ASame barn we milk in today (remodeled in 1980)
AMilk 50 cows per hour

ABegan with Jerseyséth
Holstein & developed full Holstein herd

I Closed herd of Holsteins since 1973
I Recently began Holstein X Jersey crossbreeding heifers




B & B Dairy Farm
A Currently 80 cows on DHIA test

I ~19,000 Ibs. Rolling Herd Average
I Yearly SCC avg. ~300,000

A Have always been pasture/hay based

A 180 acres in pasture/hay production
I Primary focus on production of high quality forages

A Strong emphasis on
A Strong emphasis on

nealthy cattle

perpetuation of the

family farm & fair treatment of employees









Primary Key to Success




Keys to Success Sound
management

Dedicated family &
employees

Sound High quality
dry cow pasture & hay
mgt. program

Wise use and
protection of
Excellent natural Sound
milking resources breeding
procedures program

Sound Sound
herd health heifer

program development

program

Sound
nutrition
program



Dedicated Family & Employees
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Heifer Development
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Sound Nutrition

-High quality

| pasture |
-High quality hay SEEE
-Concentrate fed In parlor

Historically:

Pellets feeding rate —

1 b. feed per
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3 Ibs. milk.

RECENT CHANGE:
Mash feeding rat
1 1b. feed per 4 -
milk
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Sond Herd Health
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Sound Dry Cow Management
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/\_Forage -based Milk Production

ngh Quallty
-Soll fertility
-Variety selection
-Planting date(s)
-Grazing management
-Harvest maturity
-Hay storage & feeding




Soll Fertility

Mississippi State University Extension Service < Soil Testing Laboratory

AAA 668653 O

Name Mailing Address Town Zip Code.
Account # County Date Agorite Number of Samples @ $6 per sample
use Total Charges$
Send $6.00 per sample submitted. Mail this copy with a check or money order for total charges tos MSU Extension Service| onjy [ 1CheckNo.___ [[IMoneyOrderNo._
Soil Testing Laboratory Received by
PRINT CLEARLY and PRESS FIRMLY so all copies will be readable Box 9610 - 9 iy
s g Mississippi State, MS 39762 | A service charge of § o e
Field Number ) A L.
(5 spaces or less . —
Crop To Be Grown "‘n‘ .
Use Code # From Below.

REGULAR TESTS ON ALL SAMPLES INCLUDE pH, Lime Requirement, Phosphorus, Potassium, Calcium, Magnesium, Zinc, and Sodium.

Names and addresse

FIELD CROP Code |
(Regular Tests Plus
4 Com and sorghur
5 Com and sorgh
62 Com for grain —




Variety Selection

A Warm Season Annuals
Crabgrass (haturally seeding following ryegrass)

A Warm Season Perennials
Bahiagrass
Bemudagrass (Common)
I Dallisgrass (small amounts | remain in our pastures)
A Cool Season Annuals
I Ryegrass ,
b Gulf b Prime b Jacksonv
| Oats

A Clovers




Cool Season Forages
Conventional

~40% Tillage No-Till_5004




Cool Season Forages

A Ideal planting date range:
September 2017 November 1

A Plant 120 acres of ryegrass (30 40 Ib. seed/ac.)

~40% conventional tillage ( light disking )
A~25 acres ryegrass only
A~25 acres ryegrass PLUS 2 bushels of oats/ac.

| ~60% no - t|||

A~ 70 acres A
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Grazing Managemen
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Grass Maturity at Harvest g
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Feeding to Avoid Losses
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Frequent Drought
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Walthall County Climate

Ryegrass Ryegrass
Harvest Planting
Temp Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jne | Jly | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
)
High 60 64 71 77 83 89 91 91 88 80 70 62
Low 39 42 48 54 62 68 71 70 66 55 47 41
Rain 6.76 | 5.44  6.24 | 5.67 | 5.71 | 499 | 5.93 | 476 | 4.05 | 3.86 | 4.85 [ 5.48
(inches)

Source: The Weather Channel

T www.weather.com

Average Annual Rainfall = 63.74 inches



Pasture/Hay Mgt. Challenges

A Weather
I At planting
Ainadequate i or i excessive soil moisture elayed planting)

I At hay harvest
Acloudy / rainy days hinder curing

I lower hay quality
I potential for high moisture hay
» reduces quality & presents spontaneous combustion risk

A Insects
T Fall Armyworms (delayed planting or loss of seedlings)

A Disease
I Blast







